Outcome for children after failed transplant for primary haemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis.
Primary haemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis is a rare disorder of childhood, which is usually fatal without allogeneic stem cell transplantation (SCT). For children who lack a matched family or closely matched unrelated donor, SCT using haploidentical parental stem cells has been used, but is associated with an increased risk of graft failure. The most appropriate subsequent management for those children who survive after graft rejection is currently unclear. We report the outcome for three such children. After a period of disease quiescence lasting 4 months to 8 years, disease recurrence and subsequent death occurred in each case. Accordingly, a second SCT is recommended.